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FOREWORD

Sriman Kumaravadi Srinivasachariar Swami, a
.great savant in Sanskrit, was well-known for his know-
ledge of Sahitya and Vedanta to many of his contem-
poraries in Madras. Born of a noble family, he master-
-ed Sama Veda before completing his twelfth year and
went to Kethandapatti, a place then remowned for
Sanskrit learning, and had the good fortune to come
under the inapiring influence of Sri Virakti Raghava-
charya Swami, respected for his self-renouncement or
Virakti. After having attained proficiency in Kavya,
Nataka and Alankara under the able guidance of Sri
Kapisthalam Rangacharya Swami, a Sahitya Scholar,
he went to Tirupati and studied Ubkaya Vedantam
under Sri Mahamahopadyaya Kapisthalam Desika-
charya Swami, the distinguished exponent of the
Visishtadwaita School of Philosophy. Sri Kapisthalam
Swami often used to express his appreciation of his
student’s keen and clear grasp of Tarka and Mimamsa.
Thus, after completing his course, he came to Mylapore
and settled there to disseminate Sanskrit learning with
the blessings of the Guru. He dedicated his life to the
-cause 80 dear to him and among his students may be
counted leading lawyers and eminent judges.

It was my very rare privilege to study Sri Bhashyam
.and Srimad Gita Bhashyam under him and T write this
foreword with grateful joy. His scholarship is revealed
in his two earlier publications, viz., Krittika Dipotsava
Anushtana Vichara and Chhandogopakarma Nirnaya
and he was always regarded as an anthority in Ahnika
‘Bastras and Sama Veda. The other two works of the
ilearned Pandit are—() VIRAKTI GURUVARA SAP-
‘TATI and (i5) YATIPATI VAIBHAVA DIPIKA—
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which are published now. VIRAKTI GURUVARA
SAPTATI is a brilliant devotional lyric of 70 slokas in
Aryavritta addressed to his Acharya, Sri Virakti
Raghavacharya Swami. The slokas portray the
supreme qualities of the Acharya in sonorous language,
enriched by spiritual thought and they bring out the
author’s Ackarya Bhakt: and his deep underatanding of
Vedante and Alankara Sastras, and also the philosophy
of Prapatti Sastra. The reader will not fail to appre-
ciate the Pandit’s jeu-de-mots in this composition.

The other work, YATIPATI VATBHAVA DIPIKA,
though incomplete, is a masterpiece in Sanskrit. It ie:
understood that this was written by the author as
early as 1904 while he was conducting a Sanskrit Insti-
tution for a year in his native village, Maiyur (near
Chingleput), and that he did not bestow any attention
to the work later on when he came to settle at Myla-
pore. I am sure the beauty and richness of thought in-
the compoeition will be appreciated well by all, especi-
ally the Gadya about Sriperumbudur, the birth-place of
Sri Ramanuja. Iam very kappy to note that the
author’s sons have published this excellent work and
the whole Sanskrit world is indebted to Sri Kumaravadi
Swami for the service he has rendersd to the cause of.
Sanskrit in general and Vedanta in particular,

P. N. SRINIVASACHARI,

Sri Krishna Library, Retired Principal
Mylapore, é and
14tk June 1954, Professor of Philosophy,

Pachiappa’s College.
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This small book contains the two works—SRI
VIRAKTI GURUVARA SAPTATI and SRI YATI-
PAT1 VAIBHAVA DIPIKA—written by my father,
Sri Kumaravadi Srinivasachariar Swami of Mylapore,
Madras. The Virakti Guruvara Saptati is a devotional
lyric of 70 verses portraying the greatness of his
Acharya, Sri Raghavacharya Swami (generally known
a8 Virakti Swami) a Visishtadwaitic Savant hailing
from the learned family of Tirumalai Nallan Chakra-
verty. The other work which is written in the style
of a Champu, is devoted to the description of the
glory of Sri Ramanuja or Yatipati, as he is known. As
the works bring out the spiritual and philosophic
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significance of Acharya Bhakti and are rich in poetic
beauty, | have attémpted to publish them.

A short biography of Sri Virakti Swami is found in
the Book “NALLAN CHAKRAVARTI VAIBHAVA”»
written in Sanskrit by the eminent Scholar, Mahamaho-
padyaya Lakshmipuram Srinivasachariar Swami of
Mysore. 1 have appended it at the end of the book.
1 have given above a life-sketch of my father composed
in simpls Sanskrit verses and also added a brief gloss
on the Saptati, at the end.

I am very much indebted to Pandit V. Krishna-
swami lyengar, Professor of Hindi and Sanskrit,
St. Joseph’s College, Bangalore, who has helped me
greatly in bringing out this publication. My thanks
are also due in no small measure to the great Pandits—
Sri U. Ve. V. Krishnamachariar Swami, Sci U. Ve,
P. B. Annangarachariar Swami and Sri U. Ve, Uttamur
Viraraghavachariar Swami—who were kind enough to
go through the manuscripts and give valuable sugges-
tions.

T wigh to record my sincere gratitude to Sri V. S,
Sundaram lIyengar and to the members of Sir §.
Varadachariar’s family for the financial assistance
given by them towards the printing of the manusecripts.
I am extremely thankful to Prof. P. N. Srinivasachariar
for his learned Foreword and to my brother Sri S,
Varadachariar for his guidance throughout,.

T wish to express my thanks to Messrs. B. G.
Paul & Co., Madras, and the Bharati Vijayam Press,
Triplicane, for the quick and efficient printing of the
book.

42, Chitrakulam North St.,
Mylapore, Madras-4, } S. ANANTHACHARI,
14th June, 1954,
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